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GREAT START, DISAPPOINTING FINISH 


ockies second baseman DJ LeMahieu celebrates with teammate Nolan Arenado after hitting a 

solo home run Thursday night against the Arizona Diamondbacks during the first inning of the 

team’s opening-day game at Chase Field in Phoenix. That gave Colorado a short-lived 1-0 lead, 
but the Diamondbacks rallied and then cruised to an 8-2 victory. christian Petersen, Getty Images » COVERAGE 1B, 5B 


Russia 
reacts, 
expels 
envoys 


Retaliation includes 
closing U.S. consulate 
in St. Petersburg 


By Vladimir Isachenkov 
and Jill Lawless 
The Associated Press 


Moscow» Russia announced the 
expulsion of more than 150 diplo- 
mats, including 60 Americans, on 
Thursday and said it was closing a 
U.S. consulate in retaliation for 
the wave of Western expulsions of 
Russian diplomats over the poi- 
soning of an ex-spy and his daugh- 
ter in Britain, a tit-for-tat re- 
sponse that intensified the Krem- 
lin’s rupture with the United 
States and Europe. 

The Russian move came as a 
hospital treating Sergei Skripal 
and his daughter, Yulia, said the 
woman was improving rapidly 
and was now in stable condition, 
although her father remained in 
critical condition. 

The Skripals were found un- 


VETERANS AFFAIRS 


Pick draws concern on 


management record 


By Hope Yen 
and Calvin Woodward 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON» President 
Donald Trump’s selection of 
his White House doctor to run 
the massive Department of 
Veterans Affairs triggered 
concern Thursday among law- 
makers and veterans groups 
about whether he has the ex- 
perience to manage an agency 
paralyzed over Trump’s push 
to expand private care. 

Ronny Jackson, a Navy rear 
admiral entrusted with the 
health of the past three presi- 
dents, is a lifelong physician 
whose positions on privatiz- 
ing operations in the second- 
largest federal department 
and addressing ballooning 
health care costs are un- 
known. First named to the top 
White House post by Presi- 
dent Barack Obama, he would 
be new to running a big bu- 
reaucracy if given leadership 
over a department of 360,000 
employees serving 9 million 
veterans. 


Ronny Jack- 
son served in 
Iraq with a 

$ Marine unit 
as an emer- 


} gency physi- 


cian in a trau- 
ka ma platoon. 

In a statement, Trump 
praised Jackson as “highly 
trained and qualified.” But 
representatives of veterans 
aren’t sold on the choice, or 
on Trump’s decision a day 
earlier to fire VA Secretary 
David Shulkin. 

“There is little that we know 
about Dr. Ronny Jackson’s vi- 
sion and qualifications,” said 
Paul Rieckhoff, founder and 
CEO of Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America. “Our 
concern is whether President 
Trump was more interested 
in picking a secretary who 
would be politically loyal 
rather than someone who can 
work across the aisle to fix 
long-standing problems of bu- 
reaucratic delay.” 

JACKSON » 10A 


Removal of the Colonial Manor Motel is underway to 
allow for construction on the project to alter Interstate 70. 


RJ Sangosti, The Denver Post 


Sierra Club joins fight against 
pending expansion of I-70 


By Jon Murray 
The Denver Post 


Two blocks from the crum- 
bling Interstate 70 viaduct 
that soon will be torn down as 
part of a $1.2 billion freeway 
expansion, 17-year-old Ruben 
Sanchez and three other 
members of his family have 
lived for years with some- 
times-debilitating asthma. 

They don’t think that’s a 


conscious and critically ill in the 
English city of Salisbury on 
March 4. British authorities 
blamed Russia for poisoning them 
with a military-grade nerve agent, 
accusations Russia has vehement- 
ly denied. 

Two dozen countries, including 
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NOODLES LEADS 
STATE COMPANIES 
IN FIRST QUARTER 


The first quarter was a tough one. 
The Bloomberg Colorado index 
was down 2 percent. Riot 
Blockchain was the big loser — 
down 76.7 percent. Noodles & 
Company was the big winner 
with a 43.8 percent rise. »11A 


coincidence, given the soot 
and other pollutants that waft 
off the freeway. And Denver 
city health data at least con- 
firm that children in San- 


GROW 
GET YOUR GARDEN 


chez’s Elyria-Swansea neigh- 
borhood, which also has sev- 
eral industrial operations, 
seek asthma-related treat- 
ment in emergency rooms at 
arate that’s 40 percent higher 


READY FOR ZINNIAS 


The showstopping color of this 
flower is an annual must-have in 
a Colorado cutting garden. So 
dust off your gloves and grab 


than the city as a whole. your spade — the growing season 


is upon us. »SECTION L 


l-70 » 6A 


INSIDE Business » 11-13A 


PRIVATE 
pee” 


| Comics » 7-9C | Lottery » 2A | Markets » 12A | Movies » 2C | Obituaries » 16A | Puzzles » 7-9C digitaltirst aN III, 


FRESH] 


SELECTIONS 
Up 


S 


=] 


84276 


KingSoopers.com or on 
our app, March 30-31. 


Redeem March 31 only. 


E WITH CARD 
& DIGITAL 
B COUPON 


\ Nabisco Oreo Cookies 
< | Select Varieties, 6-15.35 oz 


Weekly sale price without digital coupon is $2.49 each with Card. 


While supplies last. 


